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By Tanya Friedman 
Summit @ Snoqualmie-Central Patrol 

 

In a little more than a year the 2010 

Winter Olympics will be held in the 

Pacific Northwest, Vancouver and 

Whistler BC.  

 

Two of our PNWD patrollers, Eric 

Geisler of Payette Lakes and Tanya 

Friedman of Snoqualmie, got to visit 

the Whistler Olympic Park as volunteer 

Ski Patrollers for the 2009 FIS Nordic 

World Cup Festival this January.   

 

They were part of a team of ten volun-

teer patrollers from all over Canada and 

the U.S, four area medical staff, and 

two volunteer doctors. It was a wonder-

ful experience and they got to cheer 

American Bill Demong to gold on the 

first Nordic Combined event.  

 FISï OLYMPIC TUNE UP  

2008ï09 World Cup season featured Van-

couver 2010 Olympic Winter Games 

medal hopefuls, representing a total of 21 

countries. Broadcast live to Europe, an 

estimated 20 million viewers tuned in 

daily for the events while thousands of 

fans made their way to Whistler Olym-

pic/Paralympic Park to cheer on the 

worldôs best cross-country and Nordic 

combined athletes. 

American Nordic combined Olympic sil-

ver medalist Bill Demong was also 

Pacific Northwest Division Patrollers Ramp 
Up for Vancouver Olympics in 2010 
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pleased with the course and facility. 

ñThereôs no such thing as an easy 

course,ò said Demong. ñThis course has a 

lot of transitions which makes it an excit-

ing place to race.ò 

Tammy Ross, also a patroller at Summit 

at Snoqualmie-Central, will be going up 

to volunteer for the Biathlon event in 

March.  

Eric Geisler of  Payette Lakes and Tanya 
Friedman of Summit at Snoqualmie-
Central at the Olympic Ski Jump venue. 

Olympic 2010 Volunteers 
Get Together!  

Contact Tanya Friedman at  

tfcreative@gmail.com 

to coordinate 
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As usual there 

will be some 

meetings on 

Friday the 7th 

and the Board 

Meeting is Sun-

day the 9th.   The 

registration form 

is published in 

this Norôwester. 

February 6th, 

2009 is the start 

of the Special 

Olympics in 

Boise, Idaho.  I 

am in hopes of 

visiting there 

during that time. I plan on attending the 

opening and/or closing ceremony and 

some of the on-hill events.  NSP is a sup-

porter of the Special Olympics. 

I will also attend the NSP Patroller Educa-

tion Conference in April.  Although there 

will be a full agenda my main reason for 

going is the NSP Board Meeting.  I will 

report on it in the Spring Norôwester.   

For more information on the Conference 

visit the PNWD web-site or call Chris 

Bourne at 303-988-1111 or e-mail 

cbourne@nsp.org. It is open to all  patrol-

lers and you are encouraged to attend. 

Last August the PNWD approved a new 

set of by-laws.  If you are interested in a 

copy  please contact your Region Director.  

We are now in the process of working on 

the Policies and Procedures.  Hopefully, we 

can vote on the changes at the Spring 

Board Meeting. 

By the time you read this elections will be 

underway for the Region Director positions 

in Inland Empire and Southern Idaho Re-

gions.  Both incumbents are running for 

another term. 

Hoping you all have a successful ski season 

and all goes well. 

Dolores 

Reports are coming in that most areas are 

open and skiing is good.  Rather a late start 

this season with lower than normal skier visits 

over the Holiday Season in some areas. 

We must all send our best to Hyak (Summit at 

Snoqualmie-East) ski area and patrollers.  

Who would think a slide would alter their 

season permanently.    

According to Jay Magruder, Patrol Director 

both lifts were involved in the slide; the main 

lift severely damaged.  The lodge had mud 

throughout the ground floor as a result of the 

runoff after the slide. It was reported that the 

slab mud slide seemed to take a slightly an-

gled downhill path curving into Norm Cra-

venôs place taking the three story house off its 

foundation and carrying  it about 50 feet down 

the fall line.  The house above Normôs was 

also damaged, taking out the hot tub and deck. 

One bright spot in this story is since Norm 

was in his house at the time he was uninjured 

and able to crawl out a window to safety.  

Norm Craven is a past patrol director of Hyak. 

Even though he is in his 80ôs he skies (with 

his NSP National pin on his jacket) every day 

the area is open. 

Mr. Magruder also reported that the patrol will 

continue providing full coverage of the Nordic 

trail system, operate the first aid room and 

offer support to the other three patrols on the 

Pass for the remainder of the ski season.  ñWe 

have taken a big hit on the chin, but the patrol 

is up and ready for the next round.ò My heart 

goes out to all of you, take care. 

It looks as if the Region calendars are full in 

regard to training. If individuals are interested 

in participating the dates are posted on indi-

vidual Region web-sites or ask your patrol 

director. Good luck to all who are participat-

ing in the training sessions and of course the 

Senior Evaluations. 

I want to thank all of you who voted in the 

NSP Board Election.  We have three incum-

bents reelected, Clark Noble, PNW; Dave 

Ginley; Rocky Mountain; Bela Musits, East-

ern and two new members; Scott Marland, 

Intermountain and Burt Mitchell, Eastern. For 

a report of the election results visit the NSP 

web site. PNWD had an 8.6% voter turn out. 

The 2009 Convention committee is working 

hard to get the Convention together.  The 

Convention starts August 8th and is being held 

at the Holiday Inn in Wilsonville, OR. 

 

Tidbits from the PNWD     By Dolores LaLiberte, Division Director  

          ath@air-pipe.com (208) 687-1032 

The giant slide Wednesday at the ski area in Hyak damaged about eight houses. The homeowner, past 

Patrol Director Norm Craven, who was inside the house, was rescued unhurt. Left: The avalanche, 

estimated at several hundred feet wide, swept down the Summit East ski area in Hyak, taking out at 

least one ski lift. Photo courtesy of Russell Harte 


